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Our Ref: C18/581 

30 October 2018 

 
Director Land Release 
Department of Planning and Environment 
GPO Box 39 
SYDNEY NSW 2001 

 

Dear Mr Koshy, 

Re: Draft Lowes Creek Maryland Precinct Plan 

Thank you for your referral of 8 October 2018 seeking comment on the Draft Lowes Creek 
Maryland Precinct Plan. This response is provided by the Fisheries branch of NSW Department of 
Primary Industries.  

DPI Fisheries is responsible for ensuring that fish stocks are conserved and that there is no net 
loss of key fish habitats upon which they depend. To achieve this, DPI Fisheries ensures that 
developments comply with the requirements of the Fisheries Management Act 1994 (FM Act) 
(namely the aquatic habitat protection and threatened species conservation provisions in Parts 7 
and 7A of the Act, respectively), and the associated Policy and Guidelines for Fish Habitat 
Conservation and Management (2013). DPI Fisheries is also responsible for ensuring the 
sustainable management of commercial, recreational and Aboriginal cultural fishing, aquaculture, 
marine parks and aquatic reserves within NSW. 

Within this precinct area, the east west alignment of the main part of Lowes Creek is mapped as 
key fish habitat. 

DPI Fisheries wishes to make the following comment on this precinct plan: 

- It is important that Water Sensitive Urban Design measures are maintained over time. 
- The protection of riparian lands under and E2 zoning is commended. 
- Waterway crossings over the key fish habitat of Lowes Creek are to be constructed 

according to: Why do fish need to cross the road? Fish Passage Requirements for 
Waterway Crossings (Fairfull and Witheridge 2003) 
(https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/633505/Why-do-fish-need-to-
cross-the-road_booklet.pdf). Note that should these works over the key fish habitat of 
Lowes Creek require any excavation or reclamation within the banks of the creek, a permit 
or formal consultation under the Fisheries Management Act might be required pending on 
who the proponent for these works is. 

- The potential to fully block fish passage within the key fish habitat of Lowes Creek should 
be considered in any proposal to install small drop structures for erosion control. DPI 
Fisheries request to be notified should blockage of fish passage as a result of this activity is 
likely. It may be that another option might need to be considered. Note that this activity may 
trigger the need for an approval under Part 7 of the Fisheries Management Act. 

- Dewatering of dams on site is likely to require a s.37 permit under the Fisheries 
Management Act. No pest fish species and non-locally endemic native fish species are to 
be released into waterways as part of this.  

- Where waterways are established within the footprint of the existing large dams on this site, 
the banks of these waterways are to be appropriately stablished with the planting of native 
species and incorporation of soft engineering options if possible.  

- The development of this precinct represents a significant potential source of sediment input 
into the Lowes Creek / South Creek catchment over the period of development of this site. 
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It is important that appropriate erosion and sediment control measures are established 
during the development of the site, in accordance with the best management practice 
outlined in the Blue Book (i.e. Managing Urban Stormwater: Soils and Construction 4th 
Edition Landcom. 2004). Sedimentation and turbidity impacts can have detrimental impacts 
on downstream water health. Proper ongoing management of this issue during the 
complete construction cycle of a precinct area (form the initial land establishment works 
until the development of the final block at the site) should be formally planned for prior to 
the commencement of any construction and this should include maintenance of erosion and 
control measures over time.   

If you require any further information, please contact me on 4222 8342. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Carla Ganassin 
Fisheries Manager, Coastal Systems 
 


